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On 18 December Defra revealed that during 2018, 32,601 badgers were 
killed, bringing the total number slaughtered under licence since 2013 to 
almost 67,000.1 

‘Effectiveness’ claims relate not to the impact on cattle TB, but rather to the 
ability of the contracted shooters to kill sufficient badgers to satisfy their 
licence requirements, which they can hardly fail to reach given that target 
numbers are ‘adjusted’ by Natural England part-way through the culls 
according to the contractors’ progress. 

Sixty per cent of the badgers have been killed by ‘controlled shooting’, a 
method rejected by both the government’s Independent Expert Panel2 and the 
BVA3 because of animal welfare concerns. During 2018 Natural England 
directly monitored just 89 (0.43 per cent) of controlled shooting events. 

It is deplorable that the chief veterinary officer (CVO) continues to support the 
roll-out of a policy that permits controlled shooting, when veterinary 
organisations have condemned the method on animal welfare grounds. It is 
particularly concerning that the CVO appears to have deflected responsibility 
for humaneness to Natural England’s chief scientist who, as far as we are 
aware, has no background in animal welfare science. 

It is also unacceptable for government to attribute reductions in herd bovine 
TB (bTB) incidents over the first four years of culling in the original ‘pilot’ cull 
zones to its badger culling policy.4 Independent analysis of this and more 
recent data from the Gloucestershire pilot cull zone5 indicate that new herd 
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incidence is rising sharply, with 22 herd breakdowns in the 12 months to 
September 2017 (an increase of 29.4 per cent when compared to the 17 
breakdowns reported by APHA for the previous 12 months). Analysis of the 
2018 figures indicates that both incidence and prevalence are now rising even 
faster, with a further 24 herd breakdowns occurring between 1 January and 5 
December 2018. 

To date, the government and its officials cite data that are two years out of 
date, but have declined to comment on this emerging evidence that, far from 
resulting in a substantial disease control benefit, badger culls may be leading 
to a sharp increase in bTB in cattle. 

Natural England’s chief scientist and the UK’s CVO continue to endorse a 
failing and inhumane policy, bringing their offices into serious disrepute. We 
urge them, and the BVA, to reconsider their support for further badger culling, 
and instead focus on the actual cause of bTB’s epidemic spread – a cattle 
skin test with a sensitivity of only 50 per cent,6,7 and the ongoing problems 
associated with cattle movements and on-farm biosecurity. 
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